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provided  against  that by giving  them during" her
lifetime to him.

When these boxes were safe in Sir Frederick's own
house he opened them, and found the memorandum
already quoted, written by the Empress to her mother,
asking her** to get extracts made from her letters,
under Sir Theodore Martin's supervision, which should
form the basis for her book. A letter had closely
followed this, replying evidently to an answer from
the Queen, that, as Sir Theodore Martin " would not
do " and the work of making extracts would be very
great, the Queen might get someone else to help.
The possibility therefore arises that this selection was
in process, under the Queen's supervision, while the
letters were in England, for Sir Frederick found that
whole pages had been blackened out by erasures.
He concluded that the Empress had been through
them all and had made these erasures herself. But
it must be remembered that when they were returned
to her after the Queen's death life was already a
torment of agony, and it would seem unlikely that
she was capable of such application. Indeed her
sister, Princess Henry of Battenberg, had been to
stay with her a couple of months before the Queen's
death and found her unable to use her hands, and
her only occupation was reading or being read to.*
The manual labour, therefore, of going through her
letters and making these extensive erasures may be
considered impossible. It seems therefore probable
that the Queen, as her daughter had suggested over
ten years ago, had been through them herself,

2 Letters of Queen Victoria, III, iii, p. 629,
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